Acuamed lanza dos desalinizadoras
en Castellon, con una inversion total
de mas de 106 millones de euros
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El consejo de administraciéon de la
sociedad estatal Aguas de las
Cuencas Mediterraneas, Acuamed,
ha autorizado la adjudicacién de
las obras de la desalinizadora de
Oropesa del Mar y la licitacién de
la planta de Moncofa. Estas dos
infraestructuras suponen una
inversion total de mas de 106
millones de euros. Se trata de dos
actuaciones encomendadas a
Acuamed por el Ministerio de
Medio Ambiente e incluidas en la
Ley 11/2005, por lo que han sido
declaradas de interés general, prio-
ritarias y urgentes.

Planta desalinizadora de
Oropesa del Mar

En la reunién del pasado 14 de
septiembre, el consejo de adminis-
tracion de la sociedad estatal adju-
dico la redaccion del proyecto y la
ejecucion de las obras de la desali-
nizadora de Orpesa, y obras com-
plementarias, a la unién temporal
de empresas formada por Técnicas
Reunidas S.A., Ionics Ibérica
S.A.U., Torrescamara y Compafiia
de Obras S.A. y Constructora
Hispanica S.A. por 52 millones de
euros.

La desalinizadora se instalard en
Cabanes, junto al limite del térmi-
no con Oropesa del Mar. Ambos
municipios serdn los principales
beneficiarios de su produccion,
estando previsto en el proyecto el
suministro a Benicassim.

Reacciones

El subdelegado del Gobierno
en Castellén, Antonio Lorenzo,
afirmé que se siente "muy
satisfecho" de poder repre-

sentar en Castellon "al
Gobierno que ha resuelto
definitivamente el déficit
hidrico, y que se ha preo-
cupado de que en esta
provincia podamos asegu-
rar que habra agua de
calidad, para siempre y
para todos"

En la primera fase, la planta gene-
rara 18 hectémetros ctibicos al afio
de agua potable, ampliables, si el
crecimiento de las necesidades lo
requiere, y previa autorizacion
ambiental, hasta el doble, por lo
que las obras de toma de agua de
mar, las conducciones de agua
bruta a planta y el sistema de eva-
cuacién de la salmuera de rechazo

se construyen ya para esta segunda
fase.

El sistema de desalacién proyecta-
do incorpora la méds moderna tec-
nologia en sus lineas de tratamien-
to para optimizar la produccion de
agua desalada y el rendimiento
energético.

El plazo para la redaccion del pro-
yecto es de 3 meses y para la eje-
cuci6n de las obras es de un maxi-
mo de 18 meses.

Planta desalinizadora de
Moncofa

Acuamed también autorizé la lici-
tacién del contrato para la redac-
cién del proyecto y ejecucion de las
obras de la planta desalinizadora
de Moncofa y obras complementa-
rias, por un presupuesto base de
54,4 millones de euros.

El proyecto contempla la construc-
cién de una desalinizadora de agua
de mar por 6smosis inversa, con
una capacidad de produccién de
11 hectémetros cubicos anuales
que abasteceran al sector sur de la
Plana Baja de Castellon.

El proyecto incluye, ademas de las
obras pertinentes para la propia
desalinizadora, las conducciones
necesarias para incorporar al sal-
mueroducto de la planta la sal-
muera generada por otras
pequefias desalinizadoras de la
zona ya existentes, dando asi solu-
cién a un problema pendiente en la
comarca desde hace afios.

Sabater (PSOE) arremete contra la empresa
adjudicataria de la limpieza viaria en Orpesa

El GIO también cuestiona la eficacia del servicio de limpieza
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La portavoz socialista, Rosa
Sabater, sacd la escoba y barrid
contra la empresa adjudicataria del
servicio de limpieza viaria en el
municipio y contra la falta de con-
trol por parte del consistorio de la
correcta aplicacién del contrato fir-
mado con la mercantil Fobesa.
Sabater se opuso a la aprobacion
de una factura mediante reconoci-
miento extrajudicial, por conside-
rar que la misma tiene un reparo
de legalidad de la intervencion
municipal, donde se invocan las
bases de contrataciéon del servicio
de recogida de basuras y limpieza
viaria, recordando la intervencién
municipal que se tiene que ofrecer
un incremento de servicios en tem-
porada alta, "que ya consta en la
plica". La concejala socialista criti-
caba que se lleve a aprobacién una
factura por la contratacién de peo-
nes de apoyo, "un gasto que no
esta aprobado por este pleno". Los
socialistas afirmaron que enten-
derian el gasto en cuestiones
excepcionales "seriamos los prime-

ros en apoyarlo y hablar en positi-
vo", insistiendo en que "no estamos
de acuerdo en absoluto con el
incumplimiento de las bases de
contratos suscritos por el propio
Ayuntamiento".

Sabater eché mano de fotografias
para ilustrar su denuncia, las cua-
les esgrimi6 frente al plenario,
sefialando que "si la limpieza viaria
que hace en este Ayuntamiento
Fobesa es esta de las aceras del
pueblo. Si pagamos 4.000 y pico
euros mas desde principio de esta
legislatura, no se como usted va a
ir a FITUR a hablar de Orpesa y a
pedir que venga turismo de cali-
dad".

Por ello inst6 al alcalde, Rafael
Albert, a designar a un trabajador
municipal para realizar un segui-
miento de la empresa de limpieza,
"porque consideramos esto muy
grave, se estan despilfarrando
muchos millones".

También criticé la falta de contene-
dores de basura, reprochando
ademads la inversién realizada en
contenedores soterrados, la cual
apoyan los socialistas "y te encuen-

tras con dos contenedores soterra-
dos clausurados y seis de los verdes
en medio de la calle. Esto ha llega-
do a un limite insostenible. Hemos
pasado el verano entre basuras y
olores. Asi el turista que viene a
Orpesa no va a repetir".

Por su parte, el portavoz del GIO,
Fernando Judrez, durante el pleno
celebrado el pasado 13 de septiem-
bre, criticé el servicio de limpieza
viaria sefialando que "se dispone
de medios humanos para el traba-
jo pero falta control", aludiendo al
desempefio de las mencionadas
tareas de limpieza de via publicas y
parques. Juarez afirmé que "veo
mucha gente de a pie limpiando
por el pueblo pero atin asi recibi-
mos muchas quejas de los vecinos".
Los independientes oropesinos
sefialaron en el pleno que algunos
empleados de la empresa concesio-
naria de la prestacion de este servi-
cio pasan horas en un mismo sitio
-Judrez puso el ejemplo de un
conocido parque- sin que se lim-
pien adecuadamente las vias y
espacios publicos.

El dia 29 de Agosto del presente

afio, el Partido Socialista de
Torreblanca, celebré su fiesta
anual. Este afio se celebrd bajo el
lema "Som 1300", que hacia refe-

rencia al éxito obtenido en las
elecciones municipales en las que
el PSOE consiguid por primera vez
ser la fuerza politica mas votada,
superando al PP en 156 votos y al
BLOC en 526 votos:

PSOE 1296
PP 1140
BLOC 770

En primer lugar fue Manuel Agut,
cabeza de lista del PSOE, quién
tomé la palabra, felicitando a
todos los asistentes, valorando las
ultimas elecciones y haciendo hin-
capié en el carifio mostrado por
una gran parte de la poblacion

hacia las propuestas socialistas.
Seguidamente, se celebrd la comi-
da-fideud para los 440 asistentes.
Como punto final se dirigié a los
presentes, la concejal y secretaria
general del partido, M? Josefa
Tena, quien de nuevo agradecio la
asistencia de todos los amigos,
animéndoles a que mantengan la
ilusion y la fe en el grupo y en el
proyecto para que dentro de cua-
tro afos, la victoria sea atin mas
amplia.
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In spite of this she obtained the
same success as the original charge
by the English cavalry. Sabater
advised the PP "to keep this point
for a more propitious moment" allu-
ding to which was happening in the
media about it all, about which the
Popular executive remained com-
pletely silent. The socialist spokes-
person described the situation as
unacceptable, disgraceful and
immoral on the part of the mayor.
She also wondered how much
money had been paid for the Sector
R5-A lawsuits "And how much is
going to be paid now?". The socia-
list spokesperson accused the PP of
"leaving several families without
work to convert their businesses
into plots full of rubbish". She finis-
hed off her first speech conclusively
with the words "Mr Mayor Sir, on a
matter of ethics, morals and cohe-
rence you should resign".

During later speeches on the same
matter, Sabater said that favourable
reports had been obtained with
money.

Romero insisted that it was
to be hoped that the PAI
would end in the courts
Oropesa BLOC chose to request that
all the points relative to the PAI for
Sector R5-B should be left on the
table, to be dealt with when the
matter was cleared up. The natio-
nalist spokesperson, Josep Lluis
Romero, said that "we have already
said that it must all be done at the
same time", referring to the three
points which were on the agenda
for the simultaneous execution of
the units making up the sector.
Romero described the fact of brin-
ging these matters to the meeting as
hasty, as the PAI was regarded as
illegal by the Conselleria as it had
not Development Licence.

When asked by the mayor, Rafael
Albert, "What would you have done
if you were in government with all
the favourable reports?", justifying
the decision taken, Romero ironi-
cally replied "Some day you will say
in a report that the earth is not tur-
ning or that it is not round and
some chap will come and sign it for
you". Romero, who voted against
approval of this PAI, had already
warned "that this will end up in
court".

For the nationalist councillor, the
damages could possibly affect not
only the accused, but through them
it could affect the council directly
with possible compensation which
he believed would be payable in the
event that the court rules in favour
of the plaintiffs. According to
Romero, the cost of compensation,
given that they are currently buil-
ding blocks of flats with an average
of 300 apartments per building,
would amount to a number with a
lot of zeros.

Reactions

EU asked for Town Planning
rights to be withdrawn from
Oropesa Council

Marina Albiol asked Garcia Antén
"why instructions were given by the
Conselleria to accelerate and shor-
ten the PAI processes'.

The Castellén Esquerra Unida
deputy, Marina Albiol, considered
that it was essential that the
Generalitat should immediately
withdraw town planning rights
from Oropesa council: "it is incon-
ceivable that the PP should conti-
nue to approve processes for the
execution of Les Amplaries after the
accusations against councillors,
officers and the developer for per-
version of the course of justice and
the peddling of political favours".
She also said that even the
Generalitat Valenciana has
lodged a case against the
development project because
there are clearly illegalities in
it.

Similarly, Albiol will also ask the
land councillor, José Ramén Garcia
Antén, to explain why some of the
reports based on those in the PAI
made reference to "instructions"
received by Jorge Traver, Land
Director for the Environment
Department in Castellén: "The
suspicious speed with which
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the PAI was approved is one
of the solid proofs presented
by the plaintiffs and for which
several of those who partici-
pated in the final approval of
the project have been char-
ged". The charges make reference
to the report on the affects to seve-
ral cattle tracks, where the officials
show that it was shortened at the
request of the territorial director for
the Environment Department. In
the same way, the then director
general of Land Planning, Pedro
Grimalt, also asked the experts for
brevity as can be seen in another
report.

Albiol stated that it was a "major
scandal in which had taken
part Oropesa council counci-
llors, council and conselleria
officers and, of course, Jests
Ger, who seems to be involved
in practically all the develop-
ment in the province".

The left's deputy proposed that if
the replies are not satisfactory
"Esquerra Unida will ask for
the conseller to appear in
court to learn whether "the
haste" in approving the PAI
which has caused the alleged
serious crimes was a political
instruction from the Partido
Popular".

GIO avoided entering

the controversy

With reference to GIO, their spokes-
person, Fernando Judrez did not
wish to enter into the hostilities,
giving a moderate speech in which
he indicated that "first there is the
delicate situation of trying to reach
agreement with the owners, as
there are still four or five owners
left". Therefore the independents
were abstaining from the controver-
sial question, saying that the matter
should be looked at again to settle
the loose ends which remain before
approval. GIO stayed to see them
come to a question on which this
independent party had already abs-
tained in the approval of the PAI

The governing team's silence
Not one member of the governing
team entered into any of the ques-
tions relating to the charges, other
than the words of the mayor, Rafael
Albert, in which he pointed out that
he had not been accused of any
crime, but had been called to make
a declaration before the judge. He
also replied to the more or less vei-
led accusations that he had made
financial compensation to the muni-
cipal experts to issue certain
reports, to which Albert stated emp-
hatically that he would not allow
insinuations about payment to offi-
cers, urging the socialist spokesper-
son, Rosa Sabater, to go to the court
"if you have proof of anything, then
go to the court and report it", he
replied. Albert also stressed that
"all the reports were favourable.
How could we refuse to approve
them?", adding that the company
could have forced them legally had
they not moved forward.

For his part, the Town Planning
councillor, Tomas Fabregat, brought
out his expertise in town planning
matters, with two final flourishes.
The first, in response to the state-
ments from BLOC regarding the fact
that Pabrama's alternative figures
were more favourable and benefi-
cial than those put forward by
Construcciones Castellén 2000
SAU, Fabregat said that as they had
chosen first the technical alternati-
ve, they did not even consider stud-
ying and evaluating the financial
proposal. He added a further expla-
nation for the mysteries in the com-
plex town planning question,
Sanskrit for ordinary people, stres-
sing the thesis that with favourable
reports it was not possible to refuse
approval of the PAL. All this overlo-
oking the fact that both in the for-
mer LRAU and in the new LUV, the
Council has the last word when pro-
cessing something, without any
need to issue any report at all, and
it is its criteria which prevail over
the figure of the development
agent, who is just a delegate of the
municipal function.




